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MAMMAL EXPERTS COMING TO MISSOULA
MISSOULA Hairy, warm-blooded critters will be the toast of the town June 16-20 when more than
500 mammal experts from around the world descend on Missoula for the 81st annual meeting
of the American Society of Mammalogists.
ASM members - mainly academicians, researchers and agency workers - will meet at
University of Montana venues. UM biology Professor Kerry Foresman, the local organizer of
the event, said mammalogists from places as far flung as Mexico, Japan, South Africa,
Germany and Finland are expected.
“It’s quite an honor for Missoula to host this event,” Foresman said. “Montana is one
of the last places that has a wide variety of large mammal species - particularly carnivores
such as grizzly bears, wolves and wolverines - and we’ll get a chance to highlight the research
being done here. The last time this meeting was held here was 1975.”
The yearly meeting of ASM provides opportunities for members to share recent
discoveries in a wide variety of topics such as genetics, ecology, conservation and natural
history. In addition to more than 330 technical oral and poster presentations, the meeting
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includes plenary lectures, keynote speakers and a symposium.
For the first time, ASM has opened portions of its annual meeting to the public. Area
residents can attend a symposium titled “Ecology and Conservation of Carnivores in HumanInfluenced Landscapes” from 7 to 10 p.m. Sunday, June 17, in the University Theatre. They
also can attend the capstone lecture, “Travels With Charlie: An Odyssey Through Species and
Speciation,” from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m. Wednesday, June 20, in the University Theatre.
The Sunday symposium will feature five talks about how wolves, bears and other
carnivores interact and survive among humans. The topics and their presenters will be:
s,

■ “The Ecology and Distribution of Fishers and Martens in California and
Implications for Forest Management” by William Zielinski of the U.S. Forest Service Pacific
Southwest Research Station in Areata, Calif.
■ “An Annotated Bibliography of Wolverine Science” by Jeffrey Copeland of the
Idaho Department of Fish and Game in Boise, Idaho, and the Forest Service Forestry Sciences
Lab in Missoula.
■ “Cougars in the United States: Lessons From the Successful Management of a Large
Carnivore” by Howard Quigley and Maurice Hornocker of the Hornocker Wildlife Institute
and Wildlife Conservation Society in Bozeman.
■ “Wolf Habituation as a Conservation Conundrum” by Diane Boyd, executive
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director of the Teller Wildlife Refuge in Stevensville.
■ “Bear Management in a Complex Human Environment: The Grizzly Bear Recovery
Program” by Chris Servheen, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Missoula.
The Wednesday capstone lecture will be presented by James Patton, professor and
curator of the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology at the University of California, Berkeley.
Patton’s research has covered a wide variety of scientific fields - from genetics and evolution
to mammalogy and biogeography.
Foresman said his new book, “The Wild Mammals of Montana,” will be available for
the first time at the meeting. The professor spent six years working on the book, which
includes more than 150 photographs of Montana’s 108 mammal species. Proceeds from sale of
the book will benefit ASM.
A full schedule of the ASM meeting is available online at www.umt.edu/asm2001/. For
more information, call Foresman at 243-4492 or e-mail foresman@selway.umt.edu.
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